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TOLPUDDLE MARTYRS

Andrew Norman

eorge Loveless, the acknowledged leader of the

Tolpuddle Martyrs, wrote two brief accounts: one
of his arrest, imprisonment and trial; the other; of his
experiences in Australia as a transported convict. Apart
from this, however; a shroud of mystery hangs over his life,
owing to a pact of secrecy, which he and those four of his
companions who, like him, emigrated to Canada. following
their return from Australia, swore to one another:
Nevertheless, by painstaking research, not only in the
United Kingdom but also in Canada and Australia, it is now
possible to reveal many, hitherto, unpublished details about
George Loveless's life.

This is the story of how Methodism = for George Loveless
was a staunch Methodist — was originally brought to
Tolpuddle, and of the intense and violent prejudice which
existed against such ‘dissenting' religions at that time; of the
socio-economic forces which compelled Loveless to estab-
lish his Tolpuddle trade union, and of the sly pretext on

which the authorities arrested and charged him in 1834.We
sense the humiliation of this righteous and God-fearing man

as he is marched, unceremoniously, through the streets of
Dorchester en route to His Majesty’s Prison.We sense the
anguish of his family as he is sent to the dreaded convict
settlement of Van Diemen's Land in Australasia. Finally, we

learn of his triumph when he, together with Martyr brothers

James, Thomas and John Standfield, and James Brine make a
new and successful life in Canada.

Andrew Norman has delved deep to reveal the truth

about this important but almost unknown historical figure,
including confirmation that George Loveless's cottage stil
exists as a listed building, although nobody in Tolpuddle, or
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indeed anywhere else, appears to be aware of this fact!

He paints a vivid portrait of the man who, once vilified and
who left Tolpuddle in shackles and chains, had the pleasure
in his later years, of cultivating roses and making himself a
rocking chair in the New World.
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Dorchester, High West
Street, circa 1860.
(County Hall near right).
Photo: Dorset County
Museum.

Tolpuddle, Martyrs'Tree, circa | 900. Photo: Dorset County Museum.

London Township: George-Loveless's home at Siloam.

Photo: || Talman Regional Collection, University of Western Ontario. Example of a double page spread.
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i pikcs = dhe willage o Ted pud dile (populaiion aboul 3504, Lying & miks

e wr oy thar at of Dorchsster, coumty sorwen of Donastshese (Dorsat) in
sonsuern Esgplarad Thi dase i 26 Febwnary 1797, thi Hirty-sventh year of
thee prign of Kirg; Giorge [T, Thomas Loveles and bis wile Direb, mn be
sevmy making thewr way from ther oattage, along the main stevet, and ey
Church Hill o the chunch b ber anme, Tinah s carrying. their sigh child
Cisorge, bom 24 days paeviossly on 2 Pebruary; he s to be taptised by the
Reverend Dy Bernard Hodgzon. Yicar of Tolpaeddle since 1775 The day &
fine aned mild, fodlowing an ovemight frost.

Todpradelle, Cwrch AN (Wt Fanm's evus o Jeftl, Pl Dot Ceuty brsum

Iy the year 1BEL, George Lovelsss, now aged 27 aid o Tabouser in
husbandey” fouliivates of the Bind)? Telkoes the sime path o the cheech:
Hhis ki bl marced ko Elioabscth Sk of the meacky village of Dewlish.
Abhuruygh Lorvain is a staunch Mishoadist - in Fact, a qualified proacher in
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Hhaair Musthoadint Church - b is b e macried i Tolpuddie's 12th cmtury
Argglicans (Church of England} pasish church of St fohn The Evangelist. Tha

w will bo by the 1 d Thomm Warnm [who
suceeediod the Revenend Haodgson as vicar o the death of the latier in 1505).
It & the 26th of December, and again, the day i3 a mild ome, with the
oocasional shower!

“Tizn years laber, on Monday 24 Febnuary 1634, which is tero-days before his

ity givenih birdday, Coonge Lovelies, in bis wonds, anee & go 0 oy
usiial labouir™ B and his wiks Elizabeth [ Botsy'h o have thioe children:
George iaged 9, Rubert faged 7), ard Thomas (nged 51 On this day, the
et Haer i, wibh midd wihich wall porsist unbll the ary afemode whon
Hhar rain will coere.’ Having had his beeokfast, Lovaless, 5 foot S inches Eall,
weith, *very dark beown” hair and, ‘dark grey” eves’ attines bimeelf in the
cusiomary smack-frock ioubec linen gamsent], bocts, and galiers doorenring
for the bmwer lmg as far 2= the knes). He says goodiye o Dloabeth, doses
the door and begine walking down the street o dhe fanm which i= his place
of work.

Loweless hirs tben bui a few steps when Fe s appecached By ihe constabbe
of the parrdy, Jamas Brive, s informs ke that b hics g warse from e
enuigpistrinkss for Hyirarovs, e oy of Bk, buk ks for B of his soespeinic
s flkcow Babrourers, Thase ans bis yesmger boother farmes (25, agriobeml
labaraner, masraed 0 Sarh, with 2 childnm sed swther expecied ) Thomas
Standfield (44, ibourer, masrked to the Loveless s sisker Dianne,” with 6
childrenis Thomas Standfick?s eldest son fohn (21, agriculbaral bibourer,
single, liviirgg with his parenis); lames Hammett {31, bibowrer, marred o
Harriedt, with a ane-yeas-okd son); James Brine {21 labourer, single, whese
mafher Catherine, née Parmacoti, was the wicos of Jobn, a shoemaker, wih
T Yourger chikd o i sugpoetl Jamaes Lovekess, like bis hrothes Cooge.
ks o b Bebicthioclien pesiins b, (o aoe Thimues and John Starcfield. aden Tike
Lo, Lisvbiis annad Theowsiae: Stasadfiald ane Methodiat proachiss®
Wl Cuncmgpe Low il ercpeiios of Cortaibs Bring ic bo the o
wearrst, the Latter odd s it annt b Fam, saying, Tl
it s wwl] g [ ean §ln fack, all s v could mod and weib

Girerge Lonveless had mecently created a frade union in Tolpadidie: new
members being admitied fo i n a ceremony which involved the swearing
of @ sscret cth. Acoording 1o the warrant now placed before the men by
Coaetabl: Brine, hiveves, the swoaring of sach an oalh wis o Blogal wcl,
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